Attachment 1


BULLET BACKGROUND PAPER

ON

PROCEDURES FOR RECEIVING 25TH OPERATIONAL WEATHER SQUADRON (25 OWS) FORECASTER-IN-THE-LOOP (FITL) PRODUCTS VIA THE TACTICAL VERY SMALL APERTURE TERMINAL (T-VSAT)

Combat Weather Teams (CWTs) can receive any 25 OWS forecaster-in-the-loop (FITL) products via T-VSAT.  The 25 OWS sends its FITL products to the Air Force Weather Agency (AFWA) where they are made available to supported units through the Weather Subscription Service (WSS) at https://wss.afwa.af.mil/.  Deploying CWTs must use the following procedures to establish and maintain T-VSAT access to 25 OWS FITL products:  

- If you have never used WSS, create a new account by selecting “Sign Up Here”

- If you are a returning user, select “Enter WSS” 

- To subscribe to 25 OWS products:

    -- Select “Subscriptions” tab on vertical toolbar on left side of screen

    -- Under “Product Type,” choose “OWS”

    -- Under “Region,” choose “CONUS”

    -- Under the “Product Search” section, choose “containing” and type “DMA” in the text box

    -- A list of  all 25 OWS products (about 900) will appear 

- To view a product description, right click the product name and select “View Detailed Description”

- To subscribe to a product, right click product name and select “Add to Subscription”

- When all desired products are selected, choose “Apply”

-  If the products needed are not available through WSS

    -- Call the 25 OWS Superintendent of Current Operations, DSN 228-2445

    -- Request should be coordinated at least 2 weeks in advance

-  Further assistance

    -- For WSS questions, contact the 24-hour AFWA/ABACUS Help Desk at DSN 271-3536,


Commercial (402) 294-2800

    -- For questions regarding 25 OWS products, call DSN 228-2445

    -- A detailed WSS user manual can be downloaded from the WSS website

-  Once set up, the WSS products will flow continuously until the subscription is altered
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