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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OPERATIONS, GROUP, NATIONAL TRAINING CENTER

SIDEWINDER TEAM

FORT IRWIN, CALIFORNIA  92310-5000

August 20, 1999 

SFC ??????

1205 South 7th Street

Copperas Cove, Texas 76522 

Dear SFC ????:

     Welcome to the National Training Center and Fort Irwin.  You will be assigned to the Sidewinder Team as an engineer observer/controller (O/C) upon your arrival.  As the senior enlisted engineer on post, I want to tell you this is going to be one of the best assignments in your career.

     The mission of the Sidewinder Team is to train the leaders and soldiers of the combat engineer battalions that deploy to the National Training Center for simulated combat operations.  Since a majority of the active component CONUS-based combat engineer units periodically train at the NTC, the impact you will have on the engineer force is tremendous.  The National Training Center is the focal point for assessment and evaluation of Army doctrine through actual on-the-ground execution of brigade operations.

     Your first mission upon arrival at Fort Irwin will be to get yourself and your family settled in and accustomed to desert life.  SFC ???? will be your sponsor and assist in making your move and inprocessing as smooth as possible.  Consolidate all of your questions and concerns and get in touch with me by e-mail at SW40@irwin.army.mil, or by DSN at 470-7050.  Information may also be found on Fort Irwin’s Internet home page at www.irwin.army.mil.  Please keep us informed as to your arrival date and travel plans.

     Beginning a tour in the desert is challenging and strenuous.  It is also exciting and full of great promise.  Bring an enthusiastic and positive attitude. Again, welcome and we look forward to seeing you soon.

Sincerely,

William E. Clarkson
Sergeant Major, US Army

Senior Enlisted Engineer Trainer





from the desk of Eric R. Price
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