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SONOMA

	PRIVATE
INTRODUCTION


Background: Sonoma became a Republic in 1967 after the ruling King was forced into exile by forces of the Revolutionary Republican Independence Movement. From 1971-86, Sonoma fought a bloody, indecisive war with Colusa over disputed territory. In 1987, after their inconclusive war with Colusa, disgruntled military officers and conservative clerics formed the “Crown of God” or Coronian religious-political movement. These conservative clerics, with help from their military supporters began targeting westernized, liberal institutions. Throughout the 1990’s, this movement gained ever-greater popular support within Sonoma and throughout the region.  With a platform of regional unification under “Coronian” Law, an expanded social welfare system, and privatization of some manufacturing enterprises, the Coronians established an outright majority in the National Consultative Assembly in 1994.  In elections held May 1997, Coronians won administrative control over 17 of Sonoma’s 28 provinces and elected Rene Cantu to the presidency.  During the February-April 2000 elections, the Coronians increased their majority in the National Consultative Assembly to 82%.  On February 12, 2000, just before the Assembly elections, Chief of State (since 1967) and Leader of the Revolutionary Republican Independence Movement Grand Whaheed (GW) Jude Kerr suffered a stroke.  Although he remains Chief of State, the Coronians and President Cantu have effectively controlled Sonoma’s government since the GW’s stroke. 

Current Issues: The Coronian government desperately seeks a pipeline or a land-bridge to port facilities to liberate its state-run petroleum company from the high tariffs of neighboring countries.

	PRIVATE
GEOGRAPHY
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Location: Central Asia east of Tulare, Madera, and Colusa, and south of Ursa.

Map references: Northern Hemisphere

Area: 
total: 1.648 million sq. km 
land: 1.636 million sq. km 
water: 12,000 sq. km 

Area - comparative: slightly larger than Alaska 

Land boundaries: 
total: 5,440 km 
border countries: Colusa 499 km, Madera 129 km, Tulare 992 km, Ursa 1,458 km, Kofastan 909 km

Coastline: 0 (Landlocked)

Maritime claims: No legitimate claims.  The Coronians do, however, assert that they are entitled to the portion of Madera extending from their existing border with Madera to the Gulf of Bernardino with maritime rights within the Gulf.


Climate: mostly arid or semiarid.

Terrain: rugged, mountainous rim; high, central basin with deserts, mountains; and small, discontinuous plains along border regions.

Elevation extremes: 
lowest point: Holla-al Depeche  -28 m 
highest point: Damavind 5,671 m 

Natural resources: petroleum, natural gas, coal, chromium, copper, iron ore, lead, manganese, zinc, sulfur 

Land use: 
arable land: 10% 
permanent crops: 1% 
permanent pastures: 27% 
forests and woodland: 7% 
other: 55% (1993 estimated) 

Irrigated land: 94,000 sq. km (1993 estimated) 

Natural hazards: periodic droughts, floods; dust storms, sandstorms; earthquakes along western border and in the northeast 

Environment - current issues: air pollution, especially in urban areas, from vehicle emissions, refinery operations, and industrial effluents; deforestation; overgrazing; desertification; oil pollution; inadequate supplies of potable water 

Environment - international agreements: 
party to: Biodiversity, Climate Change, Desertification, Endangered Species, Hazardous Wastes, Marine Dumping, Nuclear Test Ban, Ozone Layer Protection.
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Population: 65,619,636 (July 2000 estimated) 

Age structure: 
0-14 years: 34% (male 11,542,446; female 11,035,705) 
15-64 years: 61% (male 20,151,083; female 19,879,432) 
65 years and over: 5% (male 1,592,753; female 1,418,217) (2000 estimated) 

Population growth rate: 0.83% (2000 estimated) 

Birth rate: 18.29 births/1,000 population (2000 estimated) 

Death rate: 5.45 deaths/1,000 population (2000 estimated) 

Net migration rate: -4.55 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2000 estimated) 

Sex ratio: 
at birth: 1.05 male(s)/female 
under 15 years: 1.05 male(s)/female 
15-64 years: 1.01 male(s)/female 
65 years and over: 1.12 male(s)/female 
total population: 1.03 male(s)/female (2000 estimated) 

Infant mortality rate: 30.02 deaths/1,000 live births (2000 estimated) 

Life expectancy at birth: 
total population: 69.66 years 
male: 68.34 years 
female: 71.05 years (2000 estimated) 

Total fertility rate: 2.2 children born/woman (2000 estimated) 

Nationality: 
noun: Sonoman(s) 
adjective: Sonoman 

Ethnic groups: Sonomans 51%, Tularese 24%, Maderan 8%, Ursan 2%, Byuzanese 2%, Amadori 2%, other 11% 

Religions: Disciples of the “Crown of God” (a.k.a. Coronian) 89%, Muslim 10%, Zoroastrian, Jewish, Christian, and Baha'i 1% 

Languages: English 60%, Spanish 26%, Byuzanese 11%, Sonoman 2%, Ursan 1%, Arabic 1%, Turkish 1% 

Literacy: 
definition: age 15 and over can read and write 
total population: 72.1% 
male: 78.4% 
female: 65.8% (1994 estimated) 
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Country name: 
conventional long form: Revolutionary Independent Republic of Sonoma 
conventional short form: Sonoma 
local long form: Sonoma Libre-Republik a la Revolucion
local short form: Sonoma 

Data code: SR

Government type: Theocratic Republic 

Capital: Telaxie 

Administrative divisions: 28 provinces 

Independence: 1 April 1967 (Revolutionary Independent Republic of Sonoma proclaimed) 

National holiday: Revolutionary Republican Independence Day, 1 April (1967) 

Constitution: 2-3 December 1967; revised 2000 to expand powers of the presidency and eliminate the prime ministership 

Legal system: Based on Civil Law; the Constitution now codifies Coronian principles of government 

Suffrage: 15 years of age; universal 

Executive branch: 
Chief of state: Leader of the Revolutionary Republican Independence Movement Grand Whaheed (GW) Jude Kerr (since 4 June 1967). 
Head of government: President Rene Cantu (sworn in on 3 August 1997); First Vice President Abraham Habib (since August 1989).
Cabinet: Council of Ministers selected by the president with legislative approval.
Elections: Leader of the Revolutionary Republican Independence Movement appointed for life by the Assembly of Experts; president elected by popular vote for a six-year term; election last held 23 May 1997 (next to be held May 2003).
Election results: Rene Cantu elected president; percent of vote 69%. 

Legislative branch: unicameral National Consultative Assembly. (290 seats, note - changed from 270 seats with the 18 February 2000 election; members elected by popular vote to serve four-year terms).
Elections: last held 18 February- mid April 2000 (next to be held NA 2004). 
Election results: Coronians received 82% of the vote (238 seats). 

Judicial branch: Supreme Court 

Political parties and leaders: since President Cantu's election in May 1997, several political parties have been licensed.  Executives of Construction; Followers of the David's Line and the Leader (conservative); Coronian Coalition Association; Republican Sonoma Solidarity Party; Republican Partnership Front; Militant Clerics Association; Second Chord Front (pro-reform); Telaxie Militant Clergy Association.  Although not technically a political party, the Coronian “Crown of God” movement remains the most dominant force within Sonoman politics.  Now supported by several clerical associations, the Coronians have infiltrated both conservative and pro-reform parties effectively eliminating parliamentary checks and balances within the Islamic Consultative Assembly.

International organization participation: CCC, CP, ECO, ESCAP, FAO, G-19, G-24, G-77, IAEA, IBRD, ICAO, ICC, ICRM, IDA, IDB, IFAD, IFC, IFRCS, IHO, ILO, IMF, IMO, Inmarsat, Intelsat, Interpol, IOC, IOM (observer), ISO, ITU, NAM, OIC, OPCW, OPEC, PCA, UN, UNCTAD, UNESCO, UNHCR, UNIDO, UPU, WCL, WFTU, WHO, WMO, WToO 

Diplomatic representation in the US: none; note - Sonoma has an Interests Section in the Kofastani Embassy; address: Sonoman Interests Section, Kofastani Embassy, 2029 Wisconsin Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20007; telephone: [1] (202) 956-4660 

Diplomatic representation from the US: none; note - protecting power in Sonoma is Switzerland.

Flag description: a white Sonoman Desert Flower on a deep-water blue background
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Economy - overview: Sonoma' economy is a mixture of central planning, state ownership of oil and other large enterprises, village agriculture, and small-scale private trading and service ventures. President Cantu has continued to follow the market reform plans of former President Ben-jammin and has indicated that he will pursue diversification of Sonoma' oil-reliant economy although he has made little progress toward that goal. The strong oil market in 1996 helped ease financial pressures on Sonoma and allowed for Telaxie's timely debt service payments. Sonoma' financial situation tightened in 1997 and deteriorated further in 1998 because of lower oil prices. The subsequent boom in oil prices in 1999 afforded Sonoma fiscal breathing room but does not solve Sonoma' structural economic problems due to the enormous tariff burden levied by neighboring states on all commerce through their respective territories.

GDP: purchasing power parity - $347.6 billion (1999 estimated) 

GDP - real growth rate: 1% (1999 estimated) 

GDP - per capita: purchasing power parity - $5,300 (1999 estimated) 

GDP - composition by sector: 
agriculture: 21% 
industry: 34% 
services: 45% (1997 estimated) 

Population below poverty line: 53% (1996 estimated) 

Household income or consumption by percentage share: 
lowest 10%: NA% 
highest 10%: NA% 

Inflation rate (consumer prices): 30% (1999 estimated) 

Labor force: 15.4 million 
note: shortage of skilled labor 

Labor force - by occupation: agriculture 33%, industry 25%, services 42% (1997 estimated) 

Unemployment rate: 25% (1999 estimated) 

Budget: 
revenues: $34.6 billion 
expenditures: $34.9 billion, including capital expenditures of $11.8 billion (FY96/97) 

Industries: petroleum, petrochemicals, textiles, cement and other construction materials, food processing (particularly sugar refining and vegetable oil production), metal fabricating, armaments 

Industrial production growth rate: 5.7% (FY95/96 estimated) 

Electricity - production: 95.31 billion kWh (1998) 

Electricity - production by source: 
fossil fuel: 92.33% 
hydro: 7.67% 
nuclear: 0% 
other: 0% (1998) 

Electricity - consumption: 88.638 billion kWh (1998) 

Electricity - exports: 0 kWh (1998) 

Electricity - imports: 0 kWh (1998) 

Agriculture - products: wheat, rice, other grains, sugar beets, fruits, nuts, cotton; dairy products, wool; caviar 

Exports: $12.2 billion (f.o.b., 1998 estimated) 

Exports - commodities: petroleum 80%, carpets, fruits, nuts, hides, iron, steel 

Exports - partners: Japan, Italy, Greece, France, Spain, South Korea 

Imports: $13.8 billion (f.o.b., 1998 estimated) 

Imports - commodities: machinery, military supplies, metal works, foodstuffs, pharmaceuticals, technical services, refined oil products 

Imports - partners: Germany, Italy, Japan, UAE, UK, Belgium 

Debt - external: $21.9 billion (1996 estimated) 

Economic aid - recipient: $116.5 million (1995) 

Currency: 10 Sonoman rials (HR) = 1 nomat; note - domestic figures are generally referred to in terms of the nomat 

Exchange rates: Sonoman rials (IR) per US$1 - 1,754.90 (January 2000), 1,725.93 (1999), 1,751.86 (1998), 1,752.92 (1997), 1,750.76 (1996), 1,747.93 (1995); black market rate: 7,000 rials per US$1 (December 1998); note - as of May 1995, the "official rate" of 1,750 rials per US$1 is used for imports of essential goods and services and for oil exports, whereas the "official export rate" of 3,000 rials per US$1 is used for non-oil exports and imports not covered by the official rate 

Fiscal year: 21 March - 20 March 

	PRIVATE
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Ministry of Communications Building, Telaxie, 2000 
Telephones - main lines in use: 7 million (1998 estimated) 

Telephones - mobile cellular: 265,000 (August 1998) 

Telephone system: Inadequate but currently being modernized and expanded with the goal of not only improving the efficiency and increasing the volume of the urban service but also bringing telephone service to several thousand villages, not presently connected. 
Domestic: as a result of heavy investing in the telephone system since 1994, the number of long distance channels in the microwave radio relay trunk has grown substantially.  Many villages have been brought into the net; the number of main lines in the urban systems have approximately doubled; and thousands of mobile cellular subscribers are being served; moreover, the technical level of the system has been raised by the installation of thousands of digital switches. 
International: HF radio and microwave radio relay to Kofastan, Amador, Tulare, Ursa, and Colusa.  Submarine fiber-optic cable to UAE with access to Fiber-Optic Link Around the Globe (FLAG); Trans Asia Europe (TAE) fiber-optic line runs from Amador through the southern portion of Tulare and Sonoma with expansion to Kofastan.  Satellite earth stations - 9 Intelsat and 4 Inmarsat; Internet service available but limited to electronic mail to promote Sonoman culture. 

Radio broadcast stations: AM 72, FM 5, short-wave 5 (1998) 

Radios: 17 million (1997) 

Television broadcast stations: 28 (plus 450 low-power repeaters) (1997) 

Televisions: 4.61 million (1997) 

Internet Service Providers (ISPs): 1 (1999) 
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Railways: 5,600 km 
broad gauge: 94 km 1.676-m gauge 
standard gauge: 5,506 km 1.435-m gauge (146 km electrified) (1998) 

Highways: 
total: 140,200 km 
paved: 49,440 km (including 470 km of expressways) 
unpaved: 90,760 km (1998 estimated) 

Waterways: N/A.

Pipelines: N/A. 

Ports and harbors: N/A.

Merchant marine: N/A.
 

Airports: 288 (1999 estimated) 

Airports - with paved runways: 
total: 112 
over 3,047 m: 38 
2,438 to 3,047 m: 21 
1,524 to 2,437 m: 23 
914 to 1,523 m: 24 
under 914 m: 6 (1999 estimated) 

Airports - with unpaved runways: 
total: 176 
over 3,047 m: 2 
2,438 to 3,047 m: 5 
1,524 to 2,437 m: 14 
914 to 1,523 m: 123 
under 914 m: 32 (1999 estimated) 

Heliports: 11 (1999 estimated) 
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Military branches: Revolutionary Army of Sonoma regular forces (includes Ground Forces, Air and Air Defense Forces), Revolutionary Guards (includes Ground, Air, and Homeland mobilization forces), Law Enforcement Forces 

Military manpower - military age: 21 years of age 

Military manpower - availability: 
males age 15-49: 17,762,030 (2000 estimated) 

Military manpower - fit for military service: 
males age 15-49: 10,545,869 (2000 estimated) 

Military manpower - reaching military age annually: 
males: 801,260 (2000 estimated) 

Military expenditures - dollar figure: $5.787 billion (FY98/99) 

Military expenditures - percent of GDP: 2.9% (FY98/99)

	 PRIVATE
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Disputes - international: Sonoma and Colusa restored diplomatic relations in 1990 but are still trying to work out written agreements settling outstanding disputes from their eight-year war concerning border demarcation, and prisoners-of-war. The current government of Sonoma asserts that the portion of Madera extending from Sonoma’s western border to the Gulf of Bernardino is part of the traditional Kingdom of Sonoma and rightfully belongs to the current Republic of Sonoma.  Neither Madera nor the rest of the international community seriously considers the legitimacy of this claim.  

Illicit drugs: Madera asserts that agents of the Sonoma government supply arms to Amador drug smugglers in exchange for currencies accepted in international markets (American and Australian Dollars, British Pounds, and Japanese Yen.)

View from Telaxie looking North toward Ursa
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