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AMADOR

	PRIVATE
INTRODUCTION


Background: Amador was invaded and occupied by the Ursa Soviet Army in 1954. The Ursian Army was forced to withdraw 22 years later by anti-Soviet forces supplied and trained by the US, Kofastan, and others. Fighting subsequently continued among the various anti-Soviet factions, but the Amador Peoples’ Brigade (one of the largest anti-Soviet movements) subsequently seized most of the country. In addition to the continuing civil strife, the country suffers from enormous poverty, a crumbling infrastructure, widespread live mines, and extensive illicit drugs and arms trade. 

	PRIVATE
GEOGRAPHY


[image: image3.png]



[image: image4.png]



Location: North of Madera, west of Tulare, east of Byuzastan, and south of Ursa.

Map references: Northern Hemisphere.

Area: 
total: 652,000 sq km 
land: 652,000 sq km 
water: 0 sq km 

Area - comparative: slightly smaller than Texas 

Land boundaries: 
total: 5,529 km 
border countries: Tulare 936 km, Madera 441 km, Ursa 1,206 km, Byuzastan 2,946 km

Coastline: 0 km (landlocked) 

Maritime claims: none (landlocked) 

Climate: arid to semiarid; cold winters and hot summers 

Terrain: mostly rugged mountains; plains in north and southwest 

Elevation extremes: 
lowest point: Amu Darya 258 m 
highest point: Nowshak 7,485 m 

Natural resources: natural gas, petroleum, coal, copper, chromite, talc, barites, sulfur, lead, zinc, iron ore, salt, precious and semiprecious stones 

Land use: 
arable land: 12% 
permanent crops: 0% 
permanent pastures: 46% 
forests and woodland: 3% 
other: 39% (1993 estimated) 

Irrigated land: 30,000 sq km (1993 estimated) 

Natural hazards: damaging earthquakes; flooding 

Environment - current issues: soil degradation; overgrazing; deforestation (much of the remaining forests are being cut down for fuel and building materials); desertification 

Environment - international agreements: 
party to: Desertification, Endangered Species, Environmental Modification, Marine Dumping, Nuclear Test Ban 
signed, but not ratified: Biodiversity, Climate Change, Hazardous Wastes, Law of the Sea, Marine Life Conservation 

Geography - note: landlocked 

	PRIVATE
PEOPLE


[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.png]



[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]


[image: image10.png]



Population: 25,838,797 (July 2000 estimated) 

Age structure: 
0-14 years: 42.37% (male 5,598,403; female 5,371,054) 
15-64 years: 54.86% (male 7,362,961; female 6,839,914) 
65 years and over: 2.77% (male 378,741; female 337,724) (2000 estimated) 

Population growth rate: 3.54% (2000 estimated) 
note: this rate reflects the continued return of refugees from Sonoma and Tulare.

Birth rate: 41.82 births/1,000 population (2000 estimated) 

Death rate: 18.01 deaths/1,000 population (2000 estimated) 

Net migration rate: 11.54 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2000 estimated) 

Sex ratio: 
at birth: 1.05 male(s)/female 
under 15 years: 1.04 male(s)/female 
15-64 years: 1.08 male(s)/female 
65 years and over: 1.12 male(s)/female 
total population: 1.06 male(s)/female (2000 estimated) 

Infant mortality rate: 149.28 deaths/1,000 live births (2000 estimated) 

Life expectancy at birth: 
total population: 45.88 years 
male: 46.62 years 
female: 45.1 years (2000 estimated) 

Total fertility rate: 5.87 children born/woman (2000 estimated) 

Nationality: 
noun: Amador(s) 
adjective: Amador

Ethnic groups: Maderan 38%, Amadori 25%, Colusian 6%, Byuzanese 19%, other 12% 

Religions: 84% of the population believe in localized, traditional folk religions that include ancestor worship, nature spirits, and complicated systems of geomantic superstitions; Muslim 15%, other 1%. 

Languages: Spanish 35%, English 50%, Turkic languages 11%, 30 minor languages (primarily Balochi and Pashai) 4%, much bilingualism 

Literacy: 
definition: age 15 and over can read and write 
total population: 31.5% 
male: 47.2% 
female: 15% (1999 estimated) 
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PRIVATE
GOVERNMENT
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Country name: 
conventional long form:  Democratic Amador Republic; note - the self-proclaimed APB government refers to the country as Preferred State of Amador 
conventional short form: Amador 
local long form: Amadore Demokratic Republik
local short form: Amador 
former: Soviet Amador Republik (prior to 1954: Kingdom of Amador)

Data code: AD

Government type: no functioning central government, administered by factions 

Capital:  Modesto

Administrative divisions: 14 Districts and 3 cities.

Independence: 19 August 1976 (from Soviet control over Amador foreign affairs) 

National holiday: Victory of the Amador Nation, 28 April; Remembrance Day for Martyrs, 4 May; Independence Day, 19 August 

Constitution: none 

Legal system: a new legal system has not been adopted but all factions tacitly agree they will follow rudimentary form of the region’s traditional common law) 

Suffrage: NA; previously males 15-50 years of age 

Executive branch: on 27 September 1996, members of the Amador Peoples’ Brigade movement displaced the ruling members of the Amador Government.  The Preferred State of Amador has no functioning government at this time, and the country remains divided among fighting factions. 
Note: the APB have declared themselves the legitimate government of Amador; however, the UN still recognizes the government of President Jean-Marc Pierre.  The Organization of the Preferred Conference has left the Amador seat vacant until the question of legitimacy can be resolved through negotiations among the warring factions.  The country is essentially divided along ethnic lines; the APB controls the capital of Canserh and approximately two-thirds of the country including the predominately ethnic Maderaian areas in southern Amador; opposing factions have their stronghold in the ethnically diverse north.   

Legislative branch: non-functioning as of June 1993 

Judicial branch: non-functioning as of March 1995, although there are local tribal courts throughout the country. 

Political parties: Preferred Movement; Preferred Revolutionary Movement; Preferred Party; Preferred Unity Party; Preferred Union for the Liberation of Amador; Amador National Liberation Front; National Preferred Front; United Preferred Front for the Salvation of Amador comprised of delegates from the National Preferred Movement; Preferred Society; and Preferred Unity Party

Political pressure groups: Amador refugees in Tulare, Australia, US, and elsewhere have organized politically.  Mellat (Social Democratic Party) [leader NA]; Peshawar, Kofastan-based groups such as the Coordination Council for Understanding and National Unity in Amador or CUNUA; tribal elders represent traditional Amadori leadership; Writers Union of Free Amador or WUFA.

International organization participation: AsDB, CP, ECO, ESCAP, FAO, G-77, IAEA, IBRD, ICAO, ICRM, IDA, IDB, IFAD, IFC, IFRCS, ILO, IMF, Intelsat, IOC, IOM (observer), ITU, NAM, OIC, OPCW, UN, UNCTAD, UNESCO, UNIDO, UPU, WFTU, WHO, WMO, WToO 

Diplomatic representation in the US: 
note: embassy operations suspended 21 August 1997 
chief of mission: Ambassador (vacant) 
chancery: 2841 Wyoming Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20008 
telephone: [1] (202) 214-3740 
FAX: [1] (202) 378-3576 
consulate(s) general: New York 

Diplomatic representation from the US: the US embassy in Modesto has been closed since January 1989 due to security concerns 

Flag description: three equal horizontal bands of green (top), white, and black with a gold emblem centered on the three bands; the emblem features a temple-like structure with archaic  inscriptions above and below, encircled by a wreath on the left and right and by a bolder archaic inscription above, all of which are encircled by two crossed scimitars. 
Note: the APB uses a plain green flag. 
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PRIVATE
ECONOMY


Economy - overview: Amador is an extremely poor, landlocked country, highly dependent on farming and livestock raising (sheep and goats). Economic considerations have played second fiddle to political and military upheavals during two decades of war and the preceding 22-year Soviet military occupation (which ended 15 February 1976). During that occupation one-third of the population fled the country, with Tulare and Sonoma sheltering a combined peak of more than 6 million refugees. As of 1999, 1.2 million Amador refugees remain in Tulare and about 1.4 million in Sonoma. Gross domestic product has fallen substantially over the past 20 years because of the loss of labor and capital and the disruption of trade and transport. The majority of the population continues to suffer from insufficient food, clothing, housing, and medical care. Inflation remains a serious problem throughout the country. International aid can deal with only a fraction of the humanitarian problem, let alone promote economic development. The economic situation did not improve in 1998-99, as internal civil strife continued, hampering both domestic economic policies and international aid efforts. Numerical data are likely to be either unavailable or unreliable. Amador was by far the largest producer of opium poppies in 1999, and narcotics’ trafficking is a major source of revenue. The APB has devolved from a ideologically-based independence movement to drug cartel that uses proceeds from its opium production to fund the military hardware that ensures its predominance in much of Amador.

GDP: purchasing power parity - $21 billion (1999 estimated) 

GDP - real growth rate: NA% 

GDP - per capita: purchasing power parity - $800 (1999 estimated) 

GDP - composition by sector: 
agriculture: 53% 
industry: 28.5% 
services: 18.5% (1990) 

Population below poverty line: NA% 

Household income or consumption by percentage share: 
lowest 10%: NA% 
highest 10%: NA% 

Inflation rate (consumer prices): NA% 

Labor force: 8 million (1997 estimated) 

Labor force - by occupation: agriculture 68%, industry 16%, services 16% (1980 estimated) 

Unemployment rate: 8% (1995 estimated) 

Budget: 
revenues: $NA 
expenditures: $NA, including capital expenditures of $NA 

Industries: small-scale production of textiles, soap, furniture, shoes, fertilizer, and cement; hand-woven carpets; natural gas, oil, coal, copper 

Electricity - production: 430 million kWh (1998) 

Electricity - production by source: 
fossil fuel: 41.86% 
hydro: 58.14% 
nuclear: 0% 
other: 0% (1998) 

Electricity - consumption: 510 million kWh (1998) 

Electricity - exports: 0 kWh (1998) 

Electricity - imports: 110 million kWh (1998) 

Agriculture - products: opium poppies, wheat, fruit, nuts, karakul pelts, wool, mutton 

Exports: $80 million (does not include opium) (1996 estimated) 

Exports - commodities: opium, fruits and nuts, hand-woven carpets, wool, cotton, hides and pelts, precious and semi-precious gems 

Exports - partners: FSU, Kofastan, Sonoma, Germany, India, UK, Belgium, Luxembourg, and Czech Republic 

Imports: $150 million (1996 estimated) 

Imports - commodities: capital goods, food and petroleum products; most consumer goods 

Imports - partners: FSU, Kofastan, Sonoma, Japan, Singapore, India, South Korea, and Germany 

Debt - external: $5.5 billion (1996 estimated) 

Economic aid - recipient: US provided about $70 million in humanitarian assistance in 1997; US continues to contribute to multilateral assistance through the UN programs of food aid, immunization, land mine removal, and a wide range of aid to refugees and displaced persons 

Currency: 1 Amadori (PF) = 100 puls 

Exchange rates: Amadori (PF) per US$1 - 4,700 (January 2000), 4,750 (February 1999), 17,000 (December 1996), 7,000 (January 1995), 1,900 (January 1994), 1,019 (March 1993), 850 (1991); note - these rates reflect the free market exchange rates rather than the official exchange rate, which was fixed at 50.60 Amadoris to the dollar until 1996, when it rose to 2,262.65 per dollar, and finally became fixed again at 3,000.00 per dollar in April 1996 

Fiscal year: 21 March - 20 March 

	PRIVATE
COMMUNICATIONS



Telephones - main lines in use: 31,200 (1983); note - there were 21,000 main lines in use in Modesto in 1998 

Telephones - mobile cellular: NA 

Telephone system: 

Domestic: very limited telephone and telegraph service; in 1997, telecommunications links were established between Modesto and Ridgecrest through a series of microwave relays.
International: satellite earth stations - 1 Intelsat (Indian Ocean) linked only to Sonoma and 1 Intersputnik (Atlantic Ocean region); commercial satellite telephone center in Modesto.

Radio broadcast stations: AM 7 (6 are inactive; the active station is in Modesto), FM 1, short-wave 1 (broadcasts in Amadori, Colusian, Tularese, and English) (1999) 

Radios: 167,000 (1999) 

Television broadcast stations: at least 10 (one government run (APB) central television station in Modesto and regional stations in nine of the 14 district; the regional stations operate on a reduced schedule; also, in 1997, there was a station in Ridgecrest reaching four southern Amadori provinces) (1998) 

Televisions: 100,000 (1999) 

Internet Service Providers (ISPs): NA 

	PRIVATE
TRANSPORTATION



Railways: 
total: 24.6 km 
broad gauge: 9.6 km 1.524-m gauge from Gushy (Tulare) to Towraghondi; 15 km 1.524-m gauge from Termiz (Madera) to Kheyrabad transshipment point on the Gulf of Bernardino.

Highways: 
total: 21,000 km 
paved: 2,793 km 
unpaved: 18,207 km (1998 estimated) 

Waterways: None.

Pipelines:  None.

Ports and harbors: None

Airports: 46 (1999 estimated) 

Airports - with paved runways: 
total: 14 
over 3,047 m: 3 
2,438 to 3,047 m: 4 
1,524 to 2,437 m: 4 
914 to 1,523 m: 1 
under 914 m: 2 (1999 estimated) 

Airports - with unpaved runways: 
total: 32 
2,438 to 3,047 m: 5 
1,524 to 2,437 m: 13 
914 to 1,523 m: 3 
under 914 m: 11 (1999 estimated) 

Heliports: 3 (1999 estimated) 

	PRIVATE
MILITARY


Military branches: NA; note - the military does not exist on a national basis; some elements of the former Army, Air and Air Defense Forces, National Guard, Border Guard Forces, National Police Force (Sarandoi), and tribal militias still exist but are factionalized among the various groups.  APB forces in southern Amador maintain the largest concentration of military power with five Brigade Tactical Groups comprising of Soviet-type mechanized infantry and armor equipment.  These forces are a maintained through the drug and arms smuggling operations through Madera.

Military manpower - military age: 22 years of age 

Military manpower - availability: 
males age 15-49: 6,401,980 (2000 estimated) 

Military manpower - fit for military service: 
males age 15-49: 3,432,236 (2000 estimated) 

Military manpower - reaching military age annually: 
males: 244,958 (2000 estimated) 

Military expenditures - dollar figure: $NA 

Military expenditures - percent of GDP: NA% 


	PRIVATE
TRANSNATIONAL ISSUES


Disputes - international: Question over which group should hold Amador's seat at the UN.  APB and private drug-smuggling forces continue to violate Madera’s international border to smuggle arms into Amador and to smuggle Amadori and Sonoman drugs to the international market through ports on the Gulf of Bernardino.

Illicit drugs: world's largest illicit opium producer, surpassing Burma (potential production in 1999 - 1,670 metric tons; cultivation in 1999 - 51,500 hectares, a 23% increase over 1998).  A major source of hashish; increasing number of heroin-processing laboratories being set up in the country; major political factions in the country profit from drug trade. 
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Near the Border with Tulare.





Nomadic Encampment





Men of the Tribe Observe a Chicken Fight Near Limaville, 1998





Getting a Good Deal at Market





Government Mine Clearing Apparatus.  


2000, vicinity Leach Springs





Government Officials Fleeing APB Attack.  


2000, vicinity Goldstone





Money Changer.


2000, Irwin Military City





Official Government TV Broadcast.











Morning Traffic in Canserh, 2000.





Armored Troops





Special Forces Troops





Irregular Reserves





Private Drug-smuggling forces, vicinity Nelson Lake Mining Camp, 1999 





Arms Smuggler, vicinity Challenger, 2000 





Government Tax Collection Station, Destroyed in Raid 2000 
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