Decon Operations at the National Training Center

What do we bring?

This question should be the topic of discussion in your platoon CP’s 180 days out or once being notified of your NTC deployment.  Bring everything on your  MTOE. You are deploying to a foreign theatre of operation.  Every one is new in the country and supply personnel need time to get their program on line, POL and PLL. Check, re-check and check again your load plans, in another words PCC and PCI will make you or brake  you. If you are  thinking of NTC as another  4-week  training exercise, you better think again your priorities. So many times we said: that we not have time to train our soldiers the way want. We have motor stables, details, red cycle etc… You are going to have plenty of time to train and discover your platoon strengths and weakness. So take advantages. 

“TRAIN THE FORCE” AND “TRAIN AS YOU FIGTH”

1. Have MAPS for all vehicles. With out maps they cannot navigate.

2. Bring your manuals TM’s, FM’s. No one can remember everything plus at NTC, we go by the book.

3. Radio’s, ANCD’s and GPS- The NTC provides radios, but certainly not the up to date SINGARS that units have fielded.  My advice is to bring your own.  Put them in a footlocker and send them with the ISU-90 from your unit.  ANCD’s should be brought from the unit.  Whiskey 4 cables and extra hand mikes would also be a plus. GPS- brings extra power cables and 3amp fuses PCC and PCI.

4. Combat Lifesaver Bags- this is your first line of defense for a medical emergency. We inspect them before the rotation starts and don’t forget the First Aid Kit for the vehicles.

5. BII- No doubt the biggest misnomer in arriving at the NTC.  Bring everything.  All the way down to the Pioneer Tools.

6. Water Cans- Bring at least two per vehicle.

7. NBC Equipment- MOPP GEAR proper size, M17 Decon Apparatus- 2 cycle oil, spray wants, M12 Decon apparatus- oil, belts, batteries, DAP 13- complete brush, hose, Mask- proper size, hood, M8A1 and ACADA- batteries and cable to connect M42, all type of batteries, 9V, AA, D, etc…

8. The NTC ROE- thought you’d never ask!  It’s what we play by.  You have to understand that in war, you have a rules of engagement.  It’s what we use out here to ensure that everyone has a great and meaningful training environment.  All OC’s enforce it.  You will be fully briefed on all manners conducted at the NTC, but it sure doesn’t hurt to talk to soldiers who have recently conducted a rotation out here.  If you were here 5 years ago or 5 months ago, things change.  “Seek and you shall find” is the best advice I can give you.

I hope this gives you a “heads up” on things that can make you a success from the Reception, and Staging point of your rotation.  On behalf of the Bronco 62 Team, I wish you the best of luck and look forward to seeing you.
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