	

Will all of our vehicles need to have MILES? 
The NTC does not have enough MILES kits to outfit every player vehicle. Priority goes to the maneuver units but you should coordinate with your brigade S3 to have as many of your vehicles equipped with MILES as possible.  The Node Center supporting Irwin Military City will not receive any MILES.  The vehicles which will be away from node centers should be your first priority.  Support vehicles, platoon leader/platoon sergeant, first sergeant, company commander, etc. These vehicles can’t be covered by an OC at all times so MILES is important to them.  Remember, MILES rules the battlefield.  If an encounter with the OPFOR occurs and an OC is not present to adjudicate the free play, the vehicles without MILES will automatically be assessed as destroyed! 
If a vehicle has a Miles DCI Tracking Device it must work.  If it does not work the vehicle will go to the Miles Contact Team. 
What about personnel MILES?
The NTC does have enough individual MILES harnesses for everyone.  All of your soldiers must have operational MILES at all times.  Soldiers without functional MILES gear will automatically be assessed during a conflict! 
MILES must be worn by all players throughout the rotation (including Live Fire)!  You can not turn MILES equipment in before the rotation ends.  Personal MILES must be worn by unit civilian contractors in accordance with the ROE. It is the unit’s responsibility to ensure compliance. 
You must also ensure that any visitors you have wear MILES including civilian contractors.  If you expect your brigade commander, battalion commander and command sergeant major to visit during the rotation, draw MILES for them.  Visitors without MILES will be escorted from the battlefield. 
Additionally, take the time to ensure that all weapons MILES sets are zeroed before deploying to the TAA.  MILES laser transmitters that are not zeroed will not kill OPFOR.  This results in your soldiers not getting kills when they engage OPFOR soldiers.  Just as in real life, non-zeroed weapons will not kill the bad guys when you need them to the most!  You should draw a MILES zero device for each platoon to zero with prior to every mission. 
Can we dig real fighting positions?
Yes! You can dig real holes at the NTC.  There is no such thing as a simulated fighting position or survivability position.  You either live or die based upon your own preparations and expertise.  If you do not dig real fighting positions here at the NTC, when are you going to get this training? Soldiers who quickly occupy properly constructed survivability or fighting positions when their site is attacked by aircraft or artillery will stand a much better chance of surviving than those soldiers without cover.  Do not forget to coordinate for Engineer Support.  They may be busy for some battles but, if we consistently request support we will get it. 
Who must wear FLAK jackets during the live-fire portion of the rotation? 
All personnel in the training areas (outside of Fort Irwin) must wear a flak vest during live fire operations!  All soldiers deploying to the NTC should have a flak vest.  Contractors are also required to wear flak vests and Kevlar during live fire.  Remember, we train as we fight!
How do we deploy assets prior to occupying the TAA during RSOI? 
You must submit a Request For Information (RFI) through your Brigade to Division.  If the RFI is approved a response will be sent from Division to Brigade.  A RFI must be sent and approved to deploy the rear Node Center supporting Irwin Military City if it is deploying before the Brigade and/or deploying outside the Brigade Sector.  The approval of this RFI will depend upon Combat Power and force protection measures of that platoon.  If you submit a RFI to place MSE assets in OPFOR held sectors (i.e. forward of the LD or FLOT) it will be denied.  Before you deploy you must know your mission and be situation ally aware of the battlefield! 
 Won’t some of the MSE assets be "white cell"? 
Some of your assets will be in positions where they will not be able to be engaged by the OPFOR.  This is an unfortunate reality due to the physical layout of the NTC.  These places include the SENs in the cantonment area to support the division headquarters (Star Wars Building), the main support battalion (DSA), and IMMC.    Although these elements can not be directly engaged by the OPFOR, none of your soldiers are authorized to go "admin.”  They are still required to stay in the proper uniform (Kevlar, LBE, MILES) and are required to conduct themselves as deployed soldiers.  
The Node Center supporting Irwin Military City (Rear Node Center) is NOT "White Cell".  It may not be within the Brigade's battle space but, all the ROE still apply to this site.  A commander should rotate the teams stuck in the rear to forward positions (including jumping the rear Node Center forward) in order to provide them with quality training experiences! 
How much Class IV will we get?
Not enough.  Concertina wire, pickets, sand bags, plywood, 4x4 wood material are as precious as gold, especially when the brigade is fighting on the defense.  Priority goes to the maneuver units so the signal company usually becomes an afterthought unless you really press your case with the brigade S4.  Many signal units have developed a basic load of Class IV for each team and bring that basic load from home station.  This works out very well. 
How much ammunition will we get?
As much as you request and your Brigade allocates to you.  You should forecast for your UBL for small arms ammo.  Your brigade S4 is the POC for requesting Class V.  NTC rotational units typically get all the ammunition they request and end up turning in excess at the conclusion of force-on-force training.  The Brigade will usually place priority on combat arms soldiers and leave the Signal Company with less than 20 rounds per soldier.  You must convince the logistics folks that without adequate ammunition you will not be able to defend yourselves and if you can’t do that, the Brigade’s communications will die with you. 
What about hand grenades, Claymores and other anti-personnel mines?
Forecast for your UBL for hand grenades.  You can simulate them by filling an empty MRE bag one fourth full of sand and taping it shut with a chem. light on it.  If you have not requisitioned any hand grenades, you can not use them.  As for anti-personnel mines and claymore mines, current Rules of Engagement do not support their use since there is no way to assess their effects. 
Can we use field flame expedients?
No! 
Can we shoot down enemy aircraft?
The effects of ground fire on enemy fixed wing aircraft are assessed by ADA OCs.  They are present with Stinger elements to assess the effectiveness of the ADA activity based upon acquisition, tracking, and number of missiles fired.  The ADA OCs will generally give assessments of varying percentages for non-ADA elements ground fire for tank, Bradley and .50 caliber machine gun.  They will not give credit for small arms fire due to the relatively ineffective nature of small arms fire against fast moving fixed wing aircraft.  OPFOR rotary wing aircraft can be assessed in a similar fashion by the ADA OCs and they actually have MILES on them.  However, rotary wing MILES have a small Probability of Kill (PK) when engaged by small arms. 
How do real world MEDEVACs work?
If you have a real world medical emergency you should be prepared to call Range Control on FM radio (38.90 SC/PT) and request a MEDEVAC using the standard nine-line MEDEVAC format which can be found in the NTC ROE, page I-A-3-1.  You should be familiar with this format.  You will also be issued red star clusters and red smoke for marking the LZ if required.  If you are unsure of your ability to handle the MEDEVAC request any OC will step in and take control of the situation. 
How much PLL should we bring?
Be advised that the NTC does not support MSE equipment.  Bring all the communications PLL that you would need for an extended deployment without local support available.  Don’t forget to plan for MSRT maintenance.   Will your support element (FSB or MSB) bring any repair parts for MSRTs? 
Where are good places for Node Centers and Retrans locations?
You will deploy to a foreign country in order to support your Brigade Combat Team (BCT).  Your BCT will fight in accordance with the 52d ID operations.  The signal battalion S3 element will plan the MSE network and its reconfiguration based upon the tactical situation and the brigade scheme of maneuver.  Good places for node centers and retrans are places which will allow you to establish a network which will be responsive to the needs of the division and BCT.  The OCs will not tell you where to put your Node Centers and retrans sites.  Any locations outside of the brigade sector require approval from the 52nd ID G6 (Lizard30). 
Will we be able to do recons?
 You should plan to operate exactly as you would if deployed to a theater of operations in support of US ground forces.  You must always be aware that you come to the NTC to practice doing it right.  Would you really want to do site recons?  You bet!  You will be able to do recons to areas which are not held by OPFOR elements.  If you have received a division OPLAN which indicates that your BCT will attack enemy forces with a follow on mission of another attack, and you think you may need to jump a node center forward, you would be allowed to conduct a recon as long as you recon an area that is currently not held by the enemy.  Your recons will always be subject to division level approval if the selected signal sites are outside of the Brigade’s boundaries.   Any recons during RSOI must be approved by the 52nd ID G6. 
Can I deploy my Node Centers or RAUs early to allow the system to "Cook-In" or be set?
No!  After all, this is not realistic.  Deploying a Node Center or retrans into enemy territory ahead of the maneuver forces is probably not a good idea. 
What information will I be required to give to the Signal OC’s prior and upon arrival to the NTC?
The signal OC will require quite a bit of information throughout RSOI week.  It is best to prepare this information ahead of time so you can brief him upon arrival at the NTC.  I will need: 
RSOI-1 (provided during counter-part interview) 
· A copy of your unit tactical SOP. 
· A completed copy of the MSE Signal Company Survey
         (E-Mail to bronco30a@irwin.army.mil 1-2 weeks before your rotation or bring hard-copy on RSOI-1 ) 
Leadership Training Program (LTP) 
Your Brigade will conduct a Leadership Training Program (LTP) at the NTC approximately 120 days out from the rotation date.  During the Brigade LTP you will be able to participate in the Brigade MDMP process and develop knowledge of how the MSE Signal Company should integrate into the Brigade Scheme of Maneuver.  The LTP staff will also conduct terrain walks.  If you would like to ask any specific questions while at NTC contact the MSE Signal Company Trainer at DSN 470-5536 (4-5536 on post). 
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