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TE‑C.1‑STAT

FORT IRWIN STATISTICS

Fort Irwin is a remote post located in the Mojave Desert approximately 35 miles from Barstow, California. It is the home of the National Training Center (NTC).

The NTC, which is some 1,000 square miles in size, provides sufficient space for units to train realistically in actual combat formation while using the most modern equipment to maximum advantage.  There is unrestricted air space for Army helicopters and U.S. Air Force close air support, and electronic warfare is possible without interference with civilian radio or television.

On a regular schedule, the Army’s mechanized infantry and armor battalions rotate through the NTC for intensive combat training.  At the NTC, they battle an Opposing Force in realistic mock warfare and engage in special live fire training.

The NTC Opposing Force is made up of two battalions that are permanently stationed at the post, the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry (Mechanized) and the 1st Battalion, 63rd Armor.  The soldiers of these units are trained in Soviet tactics, dressed in special Opposing Force uniforms and use an array of Soviet equipment and U.S. vehicles modified to look like Soviet vehicles.  The Opposing Force is the largest, best equipped, and most thoroughly trained unit of its kind in Army history.

During training, the Multiple Integrated Laser Engagement System (MILES), enables soldiers and equipment, using electronic simulation, to kill or be killed.  Results of engagements are collected instantaneously by video cameras and computers and are used to assist units in improving their battle readiness.

In addition to force‑on‑force training, the units conduct operations in a computerized Live Fire training area.  While safety is stressed, the live fire training allows units to apply their combat skills on the most realistic “battlefield” ever constructed.  Smoke, artillery, attack helicopters, close air support and electronic warfare are employed to create the most realistic training possible.

The NTC Mission is to improve FORSCOM unit readiness through training by providing a unique training atmosphere and environment for tough training at the battalion task force combined arms level using a realistic Opposing Force Regiment in tactical and live fire exercise.

The NTC also provides a unique training experience facility where active Army and Reserve Force units can undertake essential combined arms training which cannot be accomplished at home station due to the physical limitations of training areas and the prohibitive cumulative cost of developing an NTC type training environment at each post.  The facility provides the capability to collect data under near‑battlefield conditions on the performance and effectiveness of the Army’s organizations, equipment, doctrine, and training.

Due to its location, the NTC has unique characteristics in its physical plant, particularly in the area of utilities. The Post is serviced by liquid propane, rather than natural gas. Two tank farm/distribution centers are located on the post and propane is delivered by commercial carrier.

Water is supplied from wells located on post and treated in an on post water plant. Due to the high fluoride content, water for human consumption is further treated in a reverse osmosis plant located on the post.  All housing units and most cantonment area buildings have both domestic and reverse osmosis water supplied to them.

POST PHYSICAL PLANT DATA (DPW)

Size (Acres)

642,731

Size (Sq. Miles)
1,000

BUILDINGS

· Cantonment


 
   673 

SF of Buildings

     2,910,925

· Housing

SF of Buildings

     3,203,810

· Family Housing Units


Officer




   664 


Enlisted



1,496 


Mobile Home Pads (All Ranks)
     80 

  





2,240

· Single Troop Housing Spaces

Enlisted Barracks


New Barracks



1,828


Substandard Renovated Barracks
1,320






2,828

Bachelor Officer/NCO Quarters


Officer




   100


Senior NCO



     30






   130

· Guest Housing Units


Tiefort Lodge



      21


Mobile Homes



      14






                  34

· Transient Housing Units


Distinguished Visitor Quarters (DVQ)           1


Visiting Officer Quarters


9


Visiting Enlisted Quarters

          30






          40

UTILITIES

Water Main domestic (LF)

   
  390,588

Water Main RO (LF)


     
    14,277

Electric Underground (LF)

  
  304,664

Electric Overhead (LF)

 
  199,519

Sewer (LF)



 
  227,621

Gas (LF)



 
  309,078

Roads (paved, SY)



1,962,971
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