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Overview.  The National Training Center battlefield offers commanders and key leaders a challenging and realistic environment for leading and training units.  All aspects of battle command (see yourself, see the enemy, see the terrain) will be stressed.  This chapter will cover ROE items critical to battle command during an NTC rotation.

11-1  Second Lives


Key leaders such as the Bde/Task Force Commander, principal staff officers, company commanders, and platoon leaders may be given a second life and if mounted, transfer to another vehicle (jump ship) if their assigned vehicle is assessed.  They may do this only with OC approval and only once during a battle.  This allows the leadership the training opportunity to continue with specific missions.  The OC reserves the right to disapprove second lives in order to develop subordinates.  The senior TF OC can allow additional transfers if he deems it necessary for certain key personnel, such as the Task Force commander or S-3.  OPFOR MRR CDR, Deputy, and S-3; MRB CDRs and Deputy; and MRC CDRs and Deputies can “jump ship” one time during the battle.

11-2  Communications


1. 
The NTC SOI 1062 will be used as issued by Fort Irwin COMSEC Division.  The SOI and only that equipment authorized by the SOI, SOP, Operations Center, applicable regulations and technical manuals will be used.


2. 
All nets may operate in the secure mode.  The Crypto Net Variable (CNV) will be provided by the Operations Group Signal Officer and will not be changed without the concurrence of the DTOC.


3. 
The rotational unit will provide Plans and Operations Division, Operations Group, information on cross attachments, support units, or other requirements not specifically provided for in the issued SOI package as notes to the trooplist coordinated through FORSCOM NLT 120 days prior to the rotation.


4. 
The NTC uses a five time period SOI.  The period/sets used in the SOI, Ops codes and authentication tables will be the same as the calendar date (i.e., Calendar days: 1, 6, 11, 16, 21, 26, 31, use the time period one; calendar days 2, 7, 12, 17, 22, 27 use the time period two).  Units will use two editions; if edition A is compromised or lost, 52d ID (M) will direct Edition B to supersede Edition A.  If a unit loses a SOI, that unit will submit a written report to the DTOC outlining the circumstances of the loss. Frequencies, call signs, and password changes occur at 2400 Zulu. Requests to alter this schedule will not be considered.  The rotational unit must plan accordingly.


5. 
Units may use fixed call signs.  The unit must provide a list of call signs and expanders to the 52d ID (M) ADSO by RSOI, Day Two (2).  Units will use SOI call signs on nonsecure nets.


6. 
The rotational brigade will be attached to the 52nd ID (M) throughout the rotation. Call signs and frequencies for the 52nd ID (M) are found in the current unit NTC SOI.
       7. 
Unauthorized radios/communications equipment will remain in the cantonment area. This includes Citizen’s Band Radios, civilian “walkie/talkies” radio scanners and any RF transmitting equipment not formerly tested and approved by the NTC Spectrum Management Office.  PRC-127s are authorized.  The Squad ICOM Radio model F3S is approved for use at the NTC, to include throughout live fire operations. Currently, no other model of Squad ICOM Radio has been tested or approved for use at the NTC. Rotational units should coordinate with the NTC Spectrum Management Office 180 days prior to their arrival at the NTC for testing and approval of any RF transmitting equipment not formerly tested or approved. Rotational Brigades are limited to 3 cell phones for BCT HQ, one cell phone per BN/TF.  Cell phones for not for tactical use but connectivity with home station. Cellular phones are for administrative purposes only and will not be used as a means of communications between units in the field. Cellular phones are not authorized for use by tactical satellite teams as a means of communications with GMF. Cellular phones are prohibited during live fire operations, training days 10-14, due to the possibility of interference with live fire control systems. Exceptions to this may be granted by 52nd ID (M) TOC on a case-by-case basis in extreme emergencies. Unauthorized communications equipment found in the training areas will be confiscated by an OC and given to the unit chain of command.  Personnel discovered using the equipment will be assessed.  All communication system used by rotational units during exercises must be capable of being monitored by the OCs.


8. 
Administrative requirements and positioning of the 52d ID (M) DTOC and DTAC Headquarters often dictate locating communication re-trans and relay equipment outside the brigade sector.  When such occasions arise, the rotational unit will obtain DTOC’s approval to occupy out-of-sector sites.  Further, the DTOC will be appraised as to when sites are occupied and when cleared.  Failure to comply can and will result in serious consequences regarding the brigade’s overall ability to communicate.


9. 
All rotational units are subject to attempted OPFOR ESM and ECM.


10. 
The Rotational Signal Company reverts to brigade control at EOM + 1.  Recommend command and control be maintained via FM radio in order to allow all signal sites to recover equipment and close on the designated TAA in a timely manner.  Units are still responsible for maintaining communication, FM at a minimum, with 52ID DTOC until released by the DTOC.

1l-3  MSE  Signal Company


1. 
MSE Signal Company soldiers and equipment are not exempt from the rules of engagement. This includes the rear Node Center platoon(s) supporting IMC. Units must evacuate casualties and requisition battle damaged equipment as per the ROE.


2. 
There are no neutral or “white cell” sites, main supply routes (MSRs), or mission except for signal elements located within Irwin Military City (Including Bldg. 988, DTOC, NV284014; Bldg. 468, DIV FWD, NV290019; Bldg. 867, IMMC, NV291006; and the RUBA). MSR exemptions for support runs will not be granted. The Rear Node Center platoon(s) supporting Irwin Military City is not a white cell element.

3. 
BLUEFOR signal equipment assessed during battle will be degraded IAW that piece of equipment’s BDA. If destroyed, the communications link the equipment supports will be terminated and power to the equipment will be shut off unless directed otherwise by an OC.  Inter-nodal links and links that dual home and/or support the 52nd ID DTOC located in Building 988 (Star Wars building) will not be terminated when assessed as destroyed or degraded; however, the equipment will be requisitioned IAW the ROE based on BDA.  Equipment which supports multiple links or DTGs that are assessed as destroyed will disable affected links except for internodal and Starwars building support links.


4.
BLUEFOR personnel assessed as casualties cannot continue to operate or maintain communications equipment unless directed otherwise by an OC.  Personnel actively supporting internodal links (at the time of attack) or links that support the 52nd ID DTOC located in Building 988 (Star Wars building) (at the time of attack) and are assessed as casualties will not be evacuated IAW the ROE. Those personnel will continue to maintain internodal and Star Wars building links but will perform no other duties to aid the unit. Those personnel actively supporting internodal links or the Star Wars building who are assessed, as casualties will be requisitioned IAW the ROE based on their casualty card.


5.
Out of Brigade Sector placement of Signal Equipment:



a)
The Area Signal Company is a Division asset and is authorized to occupy Division battle space pending approval from the 52ID G-6. Any placement of communications equipment out of the Brigade sector requires the player unit to submit a request for information (RFI) to the Division. The RFI must state the duration of the mission, task, purpose and risk assessment. The Division G-6 will have final approval.



b)
Division approval for out of sector terrain will be based on current mission constraints and terrain management with Fort Irwin units. Several locations will support Irwin Military City and each RFI should have alternate locations indicated.



c)
If the RFI is approved for out of sector placement, the unit is still subject to attack by direct and indirect fires and will operate under all applicable Rules of Engagement.

11-4  Fratricide Prevention 


1. 
Force protection is everyone’s business. Risk Management allows us to operate successfully in high-risk environments. Leaders at every level have the responsibility to identify hazards, to take measures to reduce or eliminate hazards, and accept risks only to the point that the benefits outweigh the potential loss.


2.
Requirements.


a. 
The BCT should be prepared to conduct a formal 15-6 investigation for all incidences of fratricide. At a minimum, the Brigade/Regimental Commander will appoint a 15-6 investigating officer for each incident and be prepared to brief the COG/ADC (M) 52ID (M) the details of the incidents(s) as directed. A completed 15-6 will be provided to the DTOC NLT 48 hours after the incident as required by the ADC (M).


b. 
During platoon and company AARs, OCs will inform unit commanders of incidents of fratricide not already confirmed and reported by BLUFOR. Upon notification from an OC, it is the responsibility of the unit to report the incident to the Brigade/Regiment IAW unit SOP. The Brigade/Regiment will report the incident to 52ID (M) DTOC within 4 hours of time of occurence/discovery.


c. 
The Brigade/Regiment will not be allowed to depart the maneuver box until all 15-6 investigations are completed and turned in to the DTOC.

11-5  Higher Headquarters


The 52 ID (M) or X (US) Corps will operate as the player unit higher headquarters for all tactical orders and briefings from RSOI 1 to Training Day 14.  There is no other recognized command and control headquarters while conducting operations at the NTC.

11-6  Live Fire Restrictions


1. 
Live Fire ROE issues will be adjudicated through the 52nd ID (M)/ X Corps TAC with the Senior Live Fire OC as the final deciding authority.


2.  
All personnel, visitors, and observers accessing the Live Fire Training before, during, and after rotational training periods must receive explicit permission from the 52nd ID (M)/ X Corps TAC.


3.  
Communications requirements for rotational units in Live Fire operations differ from those used in Force-on-Force as follows:



a.
Rotational unit will continue to operate all communications secure and SINCGARS will operate secure/frequency hopping.
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