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FORT IRWIN LEGAL ASSISTANCE OFFICE
Bldg 230 (c Ave)/ 760-380-5321/ DSN 470-5321

PROCEDURES FOR STEPPARENT ADOPTION
Stepparent adoptions are usually much simpler than a non-relative adoption.  It is recommended that the adopting parent be married to the biological parent for at least a year to show commitment and stability.  Moreover, unless an exception applies it is usually necessary to obtain the biological parent’s consent before a stepparent adoption can be finalized.
Please note that the Fort Irwin Legal Assistance Office will only assist with Step-Parent Adoptions if the non-custodial natural parent consents.  Additionally, if the child is over 12 years of age it is necessary to obtain the child’s consent to the adoption.  This office will send the consent form to the biological parent for his/her signature (which must be notarized) before filing any paperwork on your behalf.

If the other biological parent refuses to consent, the adoption will not be allowed unless his or her parental rights are terminated.  Common justifications for terminating parental rights are abandonment or unfitness.  To end a person’s parental rights, you must file a petition with the court, serve the petition, and attend a court hearing.  In some cases, you may also need to publish a notice in a newspaper.

FEES:   The prospective adoptive parent is responsible for all court costs and fees associated with the adoption including any investigation fees, up to a maximum of $700 as well as the $20 filing fee.  After the petition is filed the court will return it to this office.  The client must then bring in a money order for $100 payable to Social Services to cover the costs of a home study.  The Petition, consent form, and if necessary, a request for fee reduction will be sent to Social Services.  The court or Social Services may waive or reduce the all or a portion of the remaining fee if the payment would cause hardship on the child.

INVESTIGATION:  Social Services will schedule a meeting with the Petitioner.  The meeting will cover what documents are required (i.e. birth certificate, marriage licenses divorce decrees) and explain the investigation process.  It may take as much as 6-12 months before the investigation is completed.

HEARING:   After the investigative report has been forwarded to the court a hearing will be scheduled.  Hearings for individuals stationed at Fort Irwin usually take place in Barstow.  Both the natural and prospective adopting parents, as well as the child, are required to be examined by the court.  If satisfied that the adoption is in the best interests of the child the court will issue an order of adoption.

BIRTH CERTIFICATE:  If requested the court will send a copy of the decree to the Vital Statistics Office for the issuance of a new birth certificate. 

