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FORT IRWIN LEGAL ASSISTANCE OFFICE
Building 230 (C Avenue)/ 760-380-5321/ DSN 470-5321

PROCEDURES FOR NAME CHANGE

PAPERWORK: After the client meets with an Attorney or a Paralegal Specialist, the required documents will be prepared by the Paralegal Specialist. The client will then review and sign the documents.              

FILING: The signed paperwork will then be submitted to the court.

 (1)  If the client hand-carries the documents to court, a hearing date will be set at that time and the Order to Show Cause will be given to the client. The client needs to take the Order to Show Cause to the Desert Dispatch for publishing. The order must be published for 4 consecutive weeks prior to the hearing date. The Desert Dispatch is the newspaper serving the Barstow area, and is located at 130 Coolwater Lane, Barstow, CA 92311, (760) 256-2257.

 (2)  If the Legal Assistance office mails the documents to court, after filing the court will return the documents to the Legal Assistance Office along with the Order to Show Cause. The Paralegal Specialist will notify the client when the Order to Show Cause has been returned from the court. It is then the responsibility of the client to pick up the Order to Show Cause from the Legal Assistance Office and publish it in the Desert Dispatch for 4 consecutive weeks prior to the hearing.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE: An Order to Show Cause is an order issued by the court which invites anyone who may have an objection to the proposed court action (in this case having your name changed) to come forth and show why the proposed action should not be allowed. This is a requirement of the Courts of California. If the client is changing the name of more than one person and they have different parents, separate paperwork must be filled out for each person and an Order to Show Cause must be published for each person for 4 consecutive weeks in the Desert Dispatch. If there are multiple persons having their name changed and they have the same parents, only one Order to Show Cause is required.

FEES: The court filing fee for each name change is presently $435.00, except for children of the same parents, wherein only one fee of $435.00 is required. The client will also need to provide 10 postage stamps. The cost of having an Order to Show Cause published for 4 consecutive weeks in the Desert Dispatch is presently $185.00.

DECREE: The client will pick up a copy of the Decree Changing Name Form from the Paralegal Specialist to take to the hearing. The court expects everyone who is having his or her name changed to be present in court. Once the Decree has been signed and sent to you, you will need to contact the Vital Statistics Office of the state where the person having his or her name changed was born and find out the procedures for amending the birth certificate. You will always need a certified copy of the Decree to send to any state Vital Statistics Office.
NAME CHANGE FOR ADULT

PETITION FOR AN ADULT
1.  Petitioner’s Full Legal Name: __________________________________________________________

2.  Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Date and Place of Birth: ______________________________________________________________

4.  Proposed Name: ___________________________________________________________________

5.  Reason for Name Change: ___________________________________________________________

6.  Full Name and Relationship of All Family Members Residing with the Petitioner:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  Name and Complete Address of Natural Parents (If parents are deceased, name and address of all brothers/sisters living):

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
8.  If applying as a family, Name/Ages of Spouse and All Minor Children and Their Proposed New Name:

a. __________________________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________________________

d. __________________________________________________________________________________

WHAT YOU WILL NEED TO BRING WITH YOU:

This questionnaire, copy of birth certificates of all parties requesting a name change and ten (10) U.S. postage stamps.

A money order for $435.00, for filing fees, and a money order for $185.00, for publication of name change, will be needed at a later date.  (These fees are subject to change by the court).

NAME CHANGE QUESTIONNAIRE FOR MINOR
PETITION FOR A MINOR:

1.  Minor’s Complete Name: _____________________________________________________________

2.  Petitioner’s Complete Name and Relationship to Minor: _____________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Petitioner’s Address: ________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Name and Address of Natural parents: __________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

5.  If Natural Parents are Deceased, Names & Addresses of Minor’s Nearest Relatives (aunts, uncles, brothers, and sisters):

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Date and Place of Birth of Minor: _______________________________________________________

7.  Minor’s Address (if different from Petitioner’s): ____________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Minor’s Proposed Name: _____________________________________________________________

9.  Reason for Name Change: ____________________________________________________________________________________

WHAT YOU WILL NEED TO BRING WITH YOU:

This questionnaire, birth certificates of all parties requesting a name change and ten (10) U.S. Postage stamps.

A money order for $435.00, for filing fees, and a money order for $185.00, for publication of name change, will be needed at a later date.  (These fees are subject to change by the court).
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