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FAMILY SUPPORT UNDER AR 608-99
 A soldier is required to provide financial support to family members. This obligation is frequently complicated when the soldier is geographically separated from the family. The two most common situations where a soldier is geographically separated from his/her family unit are (1) a soldier who lives on-post and his/her family unit lives off-post and (2) a soldier and family unit who both live off-post, but live separate and apart from each other in separate living quarters.
In the majority of these situations, the soldier and the family can manage the financial support without command involvement. These arrangements may include joint checking accounts or voluntary allotments to the family as appropriate. The commander must become involved when the parties are unable to agree on a proper method to provide financial support to the family members. The commander usually only becomes involved when a family member complains to the command that the soldier is failing to provide family support. Soldiers shall, whenever possible, resolve family support issues between themselves so that these personal problems do not become official matters of concern for their commanders or other Army officials.
AR 608-99 requires soldiers to provide financial support as an interim measure for family members who are not residing in government housing. This financial support continues until issues such as spousal and/or child support are resolved in court or settled by an agreement between the spouses. AR 608-99 is the most basic form of support. If a court order (including a child support order) or a written financial support agreement signed by both spouses exists, that amount of financial support controls and not the amount under AR 608-99.
A common misconception is that AR 608-99 support is only required if the soldier is receiving BAH. This is not true. AR 608-99 is required regardless of whether or not the soldier is receiving BAH.
A soldier is not required to provide AR 608-99 support to a dual-military spouse, but may still be required to provide AR 608-99 support to their children. A soldier should see an attorney to determine the potential support amount to such children.

Failure to comply with AR 608-99 may result in adverse administrative action and is punishable as a violation of a lawful general regulation under Article 92, UCMJ, even in the absence of a prior complaint from a family member or counseling by a commander.
Waivers are available in rare circumstances, including situations where the income of the non-military spouse exceeds the military pay of the soldier or AR 608-99 support has been provided to the spouse for 18 months.
For year 2016, AR 608-99 support payments are generally determined by the following table:
	Pay Grade
	Support Amount

	E-1
	$708.30

	E-2
	$708.30

	E-3
	$743.10

	E-4
	$799.20

	E-5
	$919.50

	E-6
	$1,021.80

	E-7
	$1,106.10

	E-8
	$1,191.90

	Pay Grade
	Support Amount

	E-9
	$1,292.10

	W-1
	$981.90

	W-2
	$1,134.00

	W-3
	$1,234.50

	W-4
	$1,346.70

	W-5
	$1,469.10

	O1E
	$1,128.30

	O2E
	$1,220.70

	Pay Grade
	Support Amount

	O3E
	$1,353.00

	O-1
	$961.20

	O-2
	$1,074.00

	O-3
	$1,258.50

	O-4
	$1,521.00

	O-5
	$1,725.90

	O-6
	$1,790.10

	O-7
	$1,988.70


Note: A soldier should see an attorney to determine the support rate for each separate family unit if he/she is required to provide family support to more than one family unit.
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