Unit Info/history

The 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment’s unique mission is vital to the readiness of our Army. The 11th ACR is the Army’s premier maneuver unit, and serves as the Contemporary Operating Environment Force at the National Training Center. The 11th ACR provides Rotational training units the most capable and lethal combined arms opposing force in the world. The Blackhorse trains the Army, one unit at a time in the brutally harsh climate of the Mojave Desert. Consequently, the tough and uncompromising standards of the 11th ACR have become the yardstick against which the rest of the Army measures itself.  


To accomplish their crucial Army training mission, the Regiment is organized with one armor squadron, one mechanized infantry squadron and a regimental support squadron. Ten times a year, the Regiment’s troopers provide Rotational units with the most accurate replication of conditions in theater possible, to prepare them for upcoming deployments. Blackhorse Troopers simulate everything from town storekeepers to insurgent leaders, to give training units a true test of their lethal and non-lethal skills. Between these rotations, the Regiment’s troopers focus on individual and crew-level combat proficiency skills to keep current on Army Soldier and qualification tasks.


Congress activated the 11th U.S. Cavalry on Feb. 2, 1901, at Fort Myer, Virginia. Since then the Regiment has gallantly served our nation in such places as: the Philippine jungles in 1901; Cuba as part of Teddy Roosevelt’s army of pacification in 1905; Mexico with General John J. Pershing in 1916; California as a border regiment; World War II, as part of the XIII Corps, during its sweep from the Roer to the Rhine; Vietnam and Cambodia, from 1966 to 1971; Germany, from 1972 to 1989; the Persian Gulf; and most recently, Iraq. 


It was in Mexico on May 5, 1916, that the 11th U.S. Cavalry, commanded by Maj. Robert L. Howze, led the last mounted cavalry charge in U.S. history against a band of Pancho Villa’s rebels. In the 1930s the Blackhorse again led the way by experimenting with the first mechanized cavalry vehicles—few cavalrymen welcomed this change. 


On Sept. 7, 1966, the 11th ACR arrived in Vietnam. There the Regiment received its own distinctive patch, earned 14 battle streamers, and had three of its troopers awarded the Medal of Honor. In February 1971, the regiment was redeployed to the United States and deactivated; however, on May 7, 1972, the Regiment was again called upon to patrol the East-West German border along the Fulda Gap. On Nov. 9, 1989, without a shot fired, the regiment’s 17-year vigil along the Iron Curtain ended. 


June 2004 saw the deployment of the 58th Combat Engineer Company (Red Devils), who serve under the 11th ACR. Their deployment took them to Baghdad with the 2nd Brigade, 10th Mountain Division in Baghdad to support Operation Iraqi Freedom. 


On July 4, 2004, the Regiment itself received deployment orders for OIF. One month earlier the 2nd Squadron deployed in December 2004 to Babil Province, Iraq, to conduct support and stability operations with the 155th Mississippi National Guard. The 1st Squadron deployed in January 2005 to Baghdad. Over the course of the year they were attached to four different Brigade Combat Teams, conducting full-spectrum operation in the Baghdad area of operations. The Regimental Headquarters deployed to Mosul, Iraq, that same month and assumed duty as the division headquarters for Multi National Force North-West. The 11th ACR lost 20 Soldiers while serving in OIF.  
Mission Statement 
The 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment’s unique mission is vital to the readiness of our Army. That mission is to provide the US Army the most capable and lethal combine arms opposing force in the world. The 11th ACR is the Army’s premier maneuver unit, the opposing force at the National Training Center at Fort Irwin, California. There, the Blackhorse Trains the United States Army, One Unit at a time in the brutally harsh climate of the Mojave Desert. Consequently, the tough and uncompromising standards of the 11th ACR have become the yardstick against which the rest of the Army measures itself. 

