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FORT IRWIN LEGAL ASSISTANCE OFFICE
Bldg 288 (2nd & Barstow Rd.)/ 760-380-5321/ DSN 470-5321

SOLDIER’S GUIDE TO CITIZENSHIP AT FORT IRWIN
STEP 1:  Do You Qualify?

If you are a member of the U.S. Armed Forces and are interested in becoming a U.S. citizen, you may be eligible to apply for citizenship under special provisions provided for in the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA).  You must be able to answer YES to the following questions:
(1)
Have you served honorably in the U.S. Armed Forces during an authorized period of conflict?  
(i.e. On or after September 11, 2001.)
(2)
Are you a lawful permanent resident?
(3)
Will you be filing your application for naturalization while still in service or within six months of 
being discharged?
(4)
Can you demonstrate good moral character; knowledge of the English language; 
knowledge of 
US History and Government; and allegiance to the US Constitution?

STEP 2:  Obtain the necessary forms from the Legal Assistance Office, or the United States Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS) website; www.uscis.gov.
a. N-400 Application for Naturalization

b. N-426 Request for Certification of Military Service

c. Naturalization Study Guide

STEP 3:  Carefully read and complete page 1 of form N-426, and take it to the Enlisted Records Office, Bldg 561 (3rd and G) for units served by MILPO, everyone under 11 ACR must take these forms to 11 ACR Regiment S1, Bldg 184, for certification of military service.

STEP 4:  Carefully read and complete form N-400, get two passport style photos taken at the TASC Photo Shop, Bldg 488 (on 5th), and make copies (front and back) of your Permanent Resident Card and Military ID Card. Also, you will be given a fingerprint notification request and cover letter signed by a Legal Assistance Attorney to be taken to the Fingerprint Facility in Riverside to have your prints taken and processed.
STEP 5:  When you have completed Form N-426, Form N-400, and received your fingerprint certificate, schedule an appointment with the Legal Assistance Office for final review of your application.  It is important that you bring the above forms, pictures, fingerprint certificate, and copies of Permanent Resident Card and Military ID card to your appointment, or your application will not be promptly submitted.
STEP 6:  Keep the USCIS informed of any changes to your contact information by using USCIS Form AR-11.  Carefully review, and if necessary, comply with any notices you receive from USCIS to ensure that your application is processed in a timely manner.  If you are asked to provide additional information do so.
STEP 7:  Be sure to study for and attend your interview and swearing-in ceremony.  Once you receive your certificate of naturalization you can apply for a US Passport.  If you have any doubts or questions about the process schedule an appointment with a Legal Assistance Attorney.
