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FORT IRWIN LEGAL ASSISTANCE OFFICE
Bldg 288 (2nd & Barstow)/ 760-380-5321/ DSN 470-5321

PROCEDURES FOR GUARDIANSHIP

IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CLIENT TO FIND OUT WHAT BENEFITS ARE AVAILABLE TO THE MINOR OVER WHOM THE CLIENT WISHES TO OBTAIN GUARDIANSHIP (i.e. Medical and ID card privileges).

IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO KEEP THIS OFFICE INFORMED OF ANY CHANGES IN YOUR ADDRESS OR TELEPHONE NUMBER. 
Terminology: When a. guardianship is created, the person caring for the child is referred to as the "guardian" and the child is referred to as the "ward." A guardianship is only available for minors.  A legal relationship whereby one adult is charged with legal responsibility for another adult is called a conservatorship. The Legal Assistance Office does not assist with conservatorships.

Cost: The filing fee for a guardianship is presently $205.00 and 10 first class stamps.  There may be an additional investigation fee from San Bernardino County.  The Investigators office will determine that. No filing fees are required until the documents are ready for signature. The stamps are required because everything sent to the court must include a self-addressed stamped envelope.

Consent: The client will need to bring in a list of the names and addresses of all of the minor's relatives to the second degree. This will include: parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and brothers and sisters over the age of 16 years. Note beside each name the relationship of that person to the minor. Make a note if a certain relative is deceased, e.g., Paternal Grandfather -deceased.

Consent Forms: Consent forms will be sent to the minor's relatives for approval and signature.  After 30 days, the client will be informed of the relatives who have not returned the forms. It is the client's responsibility to contact the relatives to see if they received the forms or why they have not returned them.

Original paperwork: After the consent forms have all been returned, or it has been determined that some of the forms will not be returned, the required court documents will be prepared by the Paralegal Specialist. The client will then review and sign the documents. The signed paperwork, including the consent forms from the minor's relatives, and a money order for the court fees, will be forwarded by mail to the court. Alternatively, the client may hand carry the documents to the court.

Hearing: The court will schedule a hearing and the client will be notified by the Legal Assistance Office of that date. The minor involved should be present at the hearing with the client.

Investigation: if an investigation is required, an officer of the court will do it. A copy of the investigation report will be sent to the Judge before the hearing date.  You may incur a cost for this.

Order: If approved, the Judge will sign an Order Appointing Guardian of the minor child. 

