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FORT IRWIN LEGAL ASSISTANCE OFFICE
Bldg 288 (2nd & Barstow Rd.)/ 760-380-5321/ DSN 470-5321

Child Support
By CPT Jennifer Donahue, September 2012
Legal Assistance Attorneys can advise Soldiers, spouses, and dependent children who desire to assert nonsupport claims against military members.  When a court orders a Soldier or civilian to pay child support, the employer must do what it can to ensure compliance with the court order. Agencies of the federal government, state agencies and employers are working together to ensure compliance with court orders. The key to collecting child support is getting information and assistance from the state Child Support Enforcement Office at http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cse/extinf.html.  State child support enforcement personnel work with the appropriate agencies in an effort to locate the parent, establish paternity, and establish, modify, and/or enforce court orders for child support. 

Child support is a parent-Soldier’s responsibility. The Army requires Soldiers to be responsible for financially supporting their families. A Soldier who fails to support his or her family may face not only civilian legal problems, but may also face punishment under the Uniform Code of Military Justice for violating the punitive provisions of Army Regulation 608-99. 

Most states have child support calculators and child support is determined by plugging in each of the natural parent’s income, child care expenses, child medical expenses, number of other dependents living with each parent, other child support that is being paid by the parents for different children, and certain other child related expenses, into a calculator, which then determines a presumed amount of child support that is appropriate for that particular child and family.

The Defense Finance & Accounting Service (DFAS) Garnishment web site (http://www.dfas.mil/garnishment.html) includes information on collecting court-ordered alimony and child support through garnishment. After obtaining a Support Order through a government agency or local support office (such as welfare or child support enforcement), a prosecuting attorney, District Attorney, clerk of court, or private attorney send a copy (not the original) by certified mail, return receipt requested to DFAS.  After accepting a request, DFAS will respond to the applicant within 30 days. The Soldier or federal civilian employee will be notified within 15 days of receipt of the application for support and has 30 days to respond to DFAS with proof that the order has been amended, suspended or set aside. The request is generally processed within 45 days. 
Soldiers or family members with questions about child support should contact their local Army Legal Assistance Office for advice.  Family members not receiving the required support by Soldiers may also contact their local Inspector General (IG) Office or call the IG toll free number 1-800-752-9747 for assistance in obtaining this support.
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